PREFACE

SOME author says that a good book needs no apology; and,
as a preface is usually an apology, a book enters into the world
with a better grace without one. I, however, appeal to those
readers who are not gluttons, but epicures, in literature,
whether they do not wish to see the bill of fare ? I appeal to
monthly critics, whether a preface that gives a view of the;
pretensions of the writer is not a good thing ? The author
may overvalue his subject, and very naturally may overrate
the manner in which it is treated; but still he will explain his
views, and facilitate the useful and necessary art which the
French call reading with the thumb. We call this hunting a
book) a term certainly invented by a sportsman. I leave the
reader to choose which lie pleases, whilst I lay before him the
contents and design of these volumes.

Burke supposes that there are eighty thousand readers in
Great Britain, nearly one hundredth part, of its inhabitants !
Out of these we may calculate that ten thousand are nobility,
clergy, or gentlemen of the learned professions. Of seventy
thousand readers which remain, there are many who might be
amused and instructed by books which were not professedly
adapted to the classes that have been enumerated. With this
view the following volumes1 have been composed. The title
of POPULAR TALKS has been chosen, not us a presumptuous
ami premature claim to popularity, but from the wish thaMhey

1 This Work was originally published* in throe volume;,
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